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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim RBjections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed In the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1-2. 5-6, 10, 11 , 13, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Huang (US Pat. No 6,461 ,028). 

Regarding independent claims 1 , 5, 10, and 32, the applicant is advised that 
claims have been given their broadest reasonable interpretation. In re Pearson, 181 
USPQ 641 (CCPA 1974), Huang discloses an elongated bumper (1, fig. 2), having an 
elongated bumper member (1, fig. 2) having a lumen extending lengthwise (35, fig. 2) 
therethrough for receiving an elongated light source (2, fig.2) and at least one tab (not 
numbered, fig. 6) secured to the elongated bumper member for securing the elongated 
bumper member to a mounting surface (vehicle). 
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Regarding claim 2, Huang further discloses wherein the at least one tab has a 
major surface that extends substantially parallel to an expected mounting surface (fig. 
6). 

Regarding claim 6, Huang further discloses that the light source is active light 
source (LED, 20). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , and 13, Huang further discloses that elongated bumper 
member includes a transparent material that extends from at least part of the cavity to 
an outer surface of the elongated bumper member (12, fig. 4). 

Claims 1, 5-15, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Tufte (US Pat. No 6,371,634). 

Regarding independent claims 1, 5, 10, and 32, the applicant is advised that 
claims have been given their broadest reasonable interpretation. In re Pearson, 181 
USPQ 641 (CCPA 1974), Tufte discloses an elongated bumper (70, fig. 6), having an 
elongated bumper member (70, fig. 6) having a lumen extending lengthvi^ise (66, fig. 6) 
therethrough for receiving an elongated light source (68, fig. 6, col. 4, lines 43-64) and 
at least one tab secured to the elongated bumper member for securing the elongated 
bumper member to a mounting surface (72, fig. 6). 

Regarding claims 6-9,Tufte further discloses that the light source is active (88, 
col. 5, lines 52-65). 

Regarding claims 11-15, Tufte further teaches that the elongated plug is non- 
transparent (130, fig. 8, col. 6, lines 29-43). 
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Regarding claim 33, Tufte further discloses that the plug includes a hole 
extending at least partially therethrough, wherein the hole is adapted to receive an 
elongated light source and hold the elongated light source at a position relative to the 
elongated bumper (fig. 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this OfTice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 21-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tufte (US Pat. No 6,371,634). 

Regarding independent claims 21-31, the applicant is advised that claims have 
been given their broadest reasonable interpretation. In re Pearson, 1 81 USPQ 641 
(CCPA 1974), Tufte discloses an elongated bumper (70, fig. 6), having an elongated 
bumper member (70, fig. 6) having a lumen extending lengthwise (66, fig. 6) 
therethrough for receiving an elongated light source (68, fig. 6, col. 4, lines 43-64) and 
at least one tab secured to the elongated bumper member for securing the elongated 
bumper member to a mounting surface (72, fig. 6). 

Tufte discloses the claimed invention except for the proportional relationship 
between the inner dimensions and outer dimensions. It would have been an obvious 
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matter of design choice to modify the size of the elongated light source including the 
changing of the outer and inner dimensions of the lumen for desired application, since 
such a modification would have involved a mere change in the size of a component. A 
change in size is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the 
art. In re rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 16-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record failed to teach or suggest a kit for joining a first bumper member to a second 
bumper member, wherein the first bumper member and the second bumper member 
each include a lumen for receiving an elongated light source, the kit comprising: a tube 
having a lumen, the tube adapted to be inserted into the lumen of the first bumper 
member and into the lumen of the second bumper member, and further adapted to 
allow the elongated light source to pass through the lumen of the tube from the first 
bumper member to the second bumper member. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 3-4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Claim 3 is objected to because in part recites "... 
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at least two tabs, wherein one of the tabs has a major surface that extends substantially 
perpendicular to a major surface of another one of the tabs." 

Claim 4 is objected to because in part recites "..one of the tabs has a major 
surface that extends substantially parallel to a major surface of another one of the tabs." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Ali Alavi whose telephone number is (571) 272-2365. 
The examiner can normally be reached between 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Tuesday to 
Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandy O'Shea can be reached at (571) 272-2378 or you may fax your 
inquiry to the Central Fax at (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

AA (^'OQ^ 

AUALAVi 
PRIMARy EXAMINER 



